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PEEL INLET AND DAWESVILLE CHANNEL — AIRBOATS 

Statement 
HON DONNA FARAGHER (East Metropolitan — Minister for Environment) [5.43 pm]: I do not intend to 
delay the house very long; people have Easter preparations to get ready for. I want to update the house on the 
matter that was raised during the adjournment debate last week and correct some matters that are on the 
parliamentary record. Members will recall that during the adjournment debate last Thursday, Hon Sally Talbot 
made some allegations in a rather negative manner, as she is often wont to do.  

Hon Sally Talbot: You are bringing out the worst in me. 

Hon DONNA FARAGHER: Just listen! 

Hon Sally Talbot raised a matter with respect to a supposed lack of response by me to a letter from the member 
for Mandurah. I think she said that I was “sitting” on a response. Members who were sitting in the chamber will 
recall that I took some time last week to respond to the member. I tried to be helpful and I advised her that the 
questions she had put through the question without notice process actually pertained to the water and transport 
portfolios. I do not intend to refer to that aspect again, but members will recall that during the adjournment 
debate reference was made by the member to a letter that had not been referred to during question time in those 
original questions. I said at the time that I would be concerned if correspondence had not been answered. I 
recognise that mistakes can happen, but we like to see that they are kept to a minimum. Therefore, I spoke to my 
office. I am very pleased to report that once again my excellent correspondence officer has not let me down. 
Despite the claims made by the member, I can advise that, yes, Mr Templeman did write to me on 6 October. 
That letter was received in my office on 9 October. Three days later—just three days; very prompt; hardly sitting 
on it—my office wrote back to Mr Templeman advising him that his correspondence had been forwarded to 
another minister as it did not fall within my responsibility, as I outlined in the house last week. I further 
understand that the member for Mandurah was responded to on 23 November last year by the Minister for 
Transport. I just want to make the point—I will not labour it—that people should always check the veracity of 
the claims that Hon Sally Talbot has made and continues to make in this place, because more often than not she 
is wrong. 

Several members interjected. 

Hon DONNA FARAGHER: I just make the point, so that it is on the parliamentary record, that my office did 
respond promptly and that it is important that the parliamentary record reflect that. 
 


